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On the 1st of November Ovington Boats will be making our facilities available to load 14 MPS’s into a single high cube 40ft container.

To fit the boats in 4 will be strapped in the roof, 4 on each wall and the last 2 boats will be strapped to the floor of the container on top of the launching trolley stacks.

Ovington Boats regularly use this method to get the most out of the space in our containers when shipping abroad. – The guide below is based on our experience.
Preparations before arrival at Ovington’s:
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[image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg]The racks should be stowed within the lines of the hull, in the same way you would receive a new boat. The racks nest comfortably just inside the outboard mouldings.

The boom, rudder stock, rig adjusters should be removed to there are no parts projecting beyond the lines of the hull.

Padding (doubled up carpet or similar) should be placed on each of the aft corners of the racks and over the spinnaker throat on the bow. 

Foils should be in a padded bag – if you don’t have one they should be wrapped in carpet or similar.
The masts should have the spreaders and all rigging removed – and placed in your rig bag. The masts do not need to be split.
All your parts should be labelled with your name and sail number – this is includes the covers etc.

You will need to provide 2 ratchet straps for securing your boat in the container. Please be aware that they will need to have a length of 3m or more to span the container and sling around your boats.
On arrival at Ovington’s:
The boats will be loaded in front of the main factory at Tanners Bank. 

On arrival do not enter the factory gates with your cars, instead pull up on the curb outside and remove the boats from your trailers, wheeling only the boat and its trolley into the yard. 
Your road bases can be stored in our new yard opposite the main factory entrance whilst loading is taking place.

Cars should then be parked well down on the fish quay – where there is parking available. We need the turning space for the container wagon on both sides of the street.
Once your car is off site and your MPS is in the factory’s yard your boat should be unpacked to the bare hull sighted above. 
Please bring an old towel or two to ensure all parts are loaded dry! Also check foils going in to the foil bags are dry (and the bag).

The factory is a working environment, due to health and safety restrictions, sailors will not be permitted to enter the factory at any time! Toilets and tea and coffee making facilities will be available in our new unit on the opposite side of the street.
Loading the container
There will be a member of staff of Ovington’s organising the container as boats are loaded – please follow their instructions.

There is not room in the container for 14 sailors, so as each boat is loaded there will only be the owner of the boat and two others to lift the boat into place inside.

The roof boats go in first; the bow will be lifted up and held against the roof while two rope strops are used to lash the boat into place.

A second boat is then brought in bow fist and overlapped with the first, and again lashed up. It is useful for those loading in the ‘South’ to mark the half way point in the container.
These two boats are then ratchet strapped to the roof as a pair, straps passing over both bows at once and the transoms separately.

Lastly ‘springs’ are lashed to the bow fitting and rudder gantry to stop the boats sliding out of the straps.

Loading the boats down the side of the container is much the same; 

The boats tilted on their side in the container and a strap is passed around the gantry and the bow fitting to allow them to hang against the wall. The first boats in both the roof and the sides go in transom first.
Once all four are hung down the wall ratchet straps are used to pull them tight against the container side. 

Trolleys will be in two stacks up the middle of the container – wheels will be removed from the trolleys, so if you are particularly attached to your wheels label these as well.

The last two boats will be placed on top of the trolley stacks and pinned down with their ratchet straps.

Masts will be slid down the sides of the container.
Foils will be collected into a box and lashed upright to the container wall.
Rig bags, sails and covers will be placed in and around the trolley frames.

Ovington Boats whilst overseeing the loading of this container accept no responsibility for damage to owners boats. Boats and parts are loaded at the owners risk. With this in mind it may be worth bring some extra ties and padding for your own ‘Peace of mind’.
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